
2020-2021 
Cardinal Chorus 

 

Dear Parents & Students: 

 

Welcome back for the second quarter of chorus! We are back to the virtual setting for 

now, but we are changing up the way we're doing chorus. Last quarter we focused on individual 

lessons, but this quarter, we will meet together live on Google Meets on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, and Fridays. If we return to in-person classes, students will continue to meet 

virtually on days that they are not in-person.  

We are still hoping to be able to have an in-person concert this spring, possibly at the end 

of this quarter. I am waiting for approval from the administration and county for our concert 

plans. If an in-person concert isn't feasible, we will have a virtual concert. That being said, our 

focus this quarter will be on learning our concert pieces. There will still be short weekly 

assignments for students to complete outside of class time, along with in-class assignments 

every day. 

Virtual Rehearsals: We will start off the quarter with virtual rehearsals for our 

concert pieces during class time. The only way a virtual rehearsal is truly effective is if every 

student is participating and actually singing along, except that they will remain muted. This is 

because of the lag that happens between each person hearing the music at different times and 

singing at different times due to internet issues. I may sometimes ask a group of students to 

unmute themselves so that I can hear their singing, but I won't call out individuals to sing by 

themselves in front of the class. I do ask that students have their cameras turned on whenever 

possible so that I can see them participating (especially with solfege hand signs) and check for 

understanding. If we return in-person, students who are virtual will still need to participate in 

the same way. I will also be using Daily Slides with bellringers and questions to keep students 

engaged during the rehearsals. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email or call me using the 

information below. I'm looking forward to making music with you, both virtually and in-person! 

 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Clair Williams 

clairwilliams@johnston.k12.nc.us 

919-963-4022, ext. 3151 

 

 

  Google Classroom for Q3 Remind 

6th Grade eleml3l @6fomssing 

7th Grade 26a3suu @7fomssing 

8th Grade xp62sdv @8fomssing 

mailto:clairwilliams@johnston.k12.nc.us


 

Elective Class Expectations 

1. Participation: All students must participate during class sessions. Chorus is a group 

activity, and every voice is important. Please remain muted with cameras on when 

possible so we can see that you are singing. 

1. No other devices used during a live lesson. Please do not look at your phone, TV, 

tablet, or any other screens during instruction. It is your responsibility to stay focused on 

the lesson. The best practice is to leave other devices in another room while you’re doing 

your schoolwork. 

2. Be Respectful. Please be kind and respect other students and the teacher. Respect the 

opinions of your classmates. 

3. No disruptive behavior please. Let’s stay on topic. During class, stay engaged in the 

lesson and keep questions relevant. In Google Classroom, do not post irrelevant 

comments, links, thoughts, or pictures. 

4. Be open minded! We are all still new to virtual and hybrid learning. Do your best to 

keep a positive attitude and have some grace towards others and yourself. It is okay to 

feel frustrated or unsure, but please reach out to the teacher if you do have 

questions/concerns.  The teacher is just one email away and here to help all students 

succeed.  

5. Dress Code for virtual learning: Please have on appropriate clothing while in front 

of the camera. This includes shirts and pants while communicating with teachers and 

fellow classmates. 

 

Grading 

Test & Class Participation 40% 

Recordings & Skills Assignments 35% 

Daily Independent Tasks 25% 

 

Assignments 

Most assignments will be due on Sundays at 9pm. This is to provide extra time to 

complete assignments if necessary. We will discuss weekly assignments in class, and they will be 

posted on Mondays for students to complete throughout the week on their own time. 

There will be one test due at the end of the quarter that will assess the NC Essential 

Standards for Music outlined below. Students will be able to retake the test (highest grade will 

be kept) to encourage mastery. 

 

NC Essential Standards for Music 

Assignments and performances (virtual and in-person) are designed to meet the following 

objectives from the NC Standard Course of Study: 

➢ ML.1  Apply the elements of music and musical techniques in order to sing and play 

music with accuracy and expression. 



➢ ML.2  Interpret the sound and symbol systems of music. 

➢ ML.3  Create music using a variety of sound and notational sources. 

➢ MR.1  Understand the interacting elements to respond to music and music 

performances. 

➢ CR.1  Understand global, interdisciplinary, and 21st century connections with music. 


